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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed on 24 October 2003 is noted and made of record. 

2. Claims 1 through 22 are presented for examination. 

3. Claims 12 and 14 have been cancelled as per Applicant's request. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 24 October 2003 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

5. With regards to the Applicant's arguments that Hisatake does not disclose a setting 
means for setting a pause condition of a job, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. The Examiner 
refers to the last paragraph on page 1 1 wherein the Applicant acknowledges Hisatake 's teaching 
of a wait state. The Examiner refers to http://dictionary.reference.com for a clearer definition of 
the term pause, which is defined as: 

To cease or suspend the action of temporarily. 
The Examiner further sought the definition of the term wait, which is defined as: 
To remain or be in readiness 

OR: 

To remain temporarily neglected, unattended to, or postponed. 
Still, for more clarification the Examiner refers to http://thesaurus.reference.com, which defines 

pause in one word, wait, before it goes onto list a plurality of synonyms for the term pause. 

The Examiner kindly directs the Applicant's attention to MPEP § 2131, in particular the 

discussion of ipsissimis verbis. Ipsissimis verbis states that the elements of the invention must be 

arranged as required by the claim regardless of the identity of terminology. In other words, the 
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fact that Hisatake does not use the same terminology as the Applicant, yet teaches the elements 
of the claim language, is not enough to distinguish the instant application over the prior art. 
6. Concerning the Applicant's arguments that Hisatake does not teach the limitations pause 
means for making an execution of at least one of the plurality of jobs satisfying the pause 
condition independent of the remaining plurality of jobs in response to a predetermined event 
and pause means for making an execution of at least one of the plurality of jobs satisfying the 
second condition pause independent of the remaining plurality of jobs in response to the 
predetermined event, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. It is unclear to the Examiner what the 
Applicant believes is the patentable distinction that the term "independent" provides over the 
prior art. Again, for the sake of clarification the Examiner refers to 
http://dictionary.reference.com for the definition of independent, which is defined as: 
Free from the influence, guidance, or control of another or others, 

OR: 

Not determined or influenced by someone or something else. 
In other words, independent means not having to rely on or compete with others. As the 

Applicant cites on page 1 1 of the amendment, Hisatake recites in column 15, lines 36 through 41 

that: 

The reason why these two jobs are processed in parallel is that although all the jobs with job numbers 1-6 
require printout processing in the image output section 14 in Fig. 2, the job with job number 7 may be 
processed in the communication control section 20 and can be processed without contending with any other 
jobs (Emphasis added by Applicant). 

If the jobs are being processed without contention from any other jobs there would be no race 
conditions, deadlocks, or need for semaphores. Therefore, the jobs are being processed without 
influence from any other job, and are thereby independent of the remaining plurality of jobs. 
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7. As per the Applicant's arguments that Hisatake does not teach a stop means for stopping 
the job satisfying the first condition in response to the predetermined event, the Examiner kindly 
disagrees. As the Applicant was unclear about the nature of the stop means for stopping the job, 
the Examiner provided for two different methods of a stopping means in citing the STOP key 
and the CANCEL key. The STOP key as taught by Hisatake, in column 13, lines 47 to 55, 
provides for a method to temporarily stop the job and alter the setup contents of the job being 
processed. The CANCEL key as taught by Hisatake, in column 14, lines 18 to 26, provides for a 
way to stop a job and delete it. In either case, the Examiner believes Hisatake provides for a stop 
means for stopping the job satisfying the first condition in response to the predetermined event. 

8. See further rejections that follow. 



9. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

10. Claims 1 through 9, 1 1, and 15 through 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by United States Patent No. 5,669,040 to Hisatake, hereinafter Hisatake. 

11. As per claim 1 , Hisatake teaches a job execution control apparatus, comprising: 
execution means for executing a plurality of jobs in a parallel manner (column 15, lines 



setting means for setting a pause condition of a job (Figures 6, 7 [blocks U12a], 8 [blocks 
U12a, L2, L3, L4], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 1 1, 12 [block S31, S34], 14, 16, 
24a, 24b, 24c, 25 [blocks U51b], 28 [block S105]; column 12, lines 48-53; column 13, lines 15- 
20); 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



36-41); 
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store means for storing the pause condition set by the setting means (Figure 20 [block 
102]; column 13, lines 15-25; column 14, lines 35-60; column 22, lines 28-35); 

pause means for making an execution of at least one of the plurality of jobs satisfying the 
pause condition independent of the remaining plurality of jobs in response to a predetermined 
event (Figures 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, SU33], 12 [block S34], 28 [blocks S102, 
SI 04, SI 15, SI 16]; column 13, lines 30-62; column 16, lines 11-23); 

a display for displaying the pausing job made to pause by the pausing means (Figures 6, 7 
and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block Ul 1], 1 1, 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 42- 
47; column 12, lines 21-39); 

specifying means for specifying at least one job among the pausing jobs displayed on the 
display (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12a, U12c], 9 [block SU4], 10 [block SU27], 14 [block U34c], 
16, 23 [block S04], 25 [block U25c], 26 [block U62c], 27 [block U72d]; column 13, line 62 to 
column 14, lines 17; column 15, lines 20-33). 

12. Regarding claim 2, Hisatake teaches a means for stopping the specified job (Figures 7 
and 8 [block U12b], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 14 [block U34b], 16 [block U34b], 
25 [block U52b], 26 [block U62b], 27 [block U72c]; column 13, lines 15-20). 

13. With regards to claim 3, Hisatake teaches a means for restarting the specified job 
(Figures 7 and 8 [block U12c], 9 [block SU6], 10 [blocks SU22, SU29], 14 [block U34c], 16 
[block U34c], 25 [block U52c], 26 [block U62c], 27 [block U72d]; column 13, lines 15-20). 
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14. As per claim 4, Hisatake teaches that wherein the condition of the job which is directed to 
the pausing job is specified by a kind of the job (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks LI, L2, L3, L4], 14 
[blocks U31, U32, U33, U34e]; column 17, line 45 to column 18, line 5). 

15. With regards to claim 5, Hisatake teaches wherein the condition of the job which is 
directed to the pausing job is specified by a parameter of the job (Figure 27 [block U72b]; 
column 13, lines 30-62). 

16. As per claim 6, Hisatake teaches wherein the display displays only the pausing job 
(Figures 6, 7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block Ul 1], 1 1, 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; 
column 2, lines 42-47; column 12, lines 21-39). 

17. As per claim 7, Hisatake teaches wherein the display displays jobs other than the pausing 
job (Figures 6, 7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block Ul 1], 1 1, 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; 
column 2, lines 42-47; column 12, lines 21-39). 

18. Regarding claim 8, Hisatake teaches the predetermined event is an instruction input 
operation from the user (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12a], 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, 
SU33], 12, 22, 28; column 13, line 56 to column 14, line 17). 



1 9. As per claim 9, Hisatake teaches the means for setting an additional condition under 
which the job pauses in addition to the condition set by the condition setting means (Figures 7 
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and 8 [blocks U12a], 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, SU33], 12, 22, 28; column 13, 
line 56 to column 14, line 17). 

20. As per claim 11, Hisatake teaches a job execution control apparatus comprising: 

execution means for executing a plurality of jobs in a parallel manner (column 15, lines 

36-41); 

store means for storing a first condition satisfied by a job which is stopped without any 
restriction in response to a predetermined event and a second condition satisfied by a job which 
pauses in response to the predetermined event (Figures 6, 7 [blocks U12a], 8 [blocks U12a, L2, 
L3, L4], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 11, 12 [block S31, S34], 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 
25 [blocks U51b], 28 [block S105]; column 12, lines 48-53; column 13, lines 15-20); 

stop means for stopping the job satisfying the first condition in response to the 
predetermined event (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12b, U12d], 9 [blocks SU5, SU7], 10 [blocks 
SU21, SU28, SU30], 14 [blocks U34b, U34d], 16 [blocks U34b, U34d], 25 [blocks U52b, 
U52d], 26 [blocks U62b, U62d], 27 [blocks U72c, U72e]; column 13, lines 15-20; column 13, 
lines 47-62; column 14, lines 18-26); 

pause means for making an execution of at least one of the plurality of jobs satisfying the 
second condition pause in response to the predetermined event (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12a], 9 
[blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, SU33], 12, 22, 28; column 13, line 56 to column 14, line 
17); 
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a display for displaying at the pausing jobs made to pause by the pause means (Figures 6, 
7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block Ul 1], 11,14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 
42-47; column 12, lines 21-39); and 

means for designating at least one job from the pausing jobs to stop, or restart the 
designated job (Figures 7 and 8 [block U12b], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 14 [block 
U34b], 16 [block U34b], 25 [block U52b], 26 [block U62b], 27 [block U72c]; column 13, lines 
15-20; column 13, lines 47-62; column 14, lines 18-26). 

21. Regarding claims 15 and 20, Hisatake teaches wherein the store means further stores an 
attribute of a job which is directed to a pausing job (column 13, line 47 to column 14, line 6). 

22. Regarding claim 16, Hisatake teaches further comprising: 

means for notifying at least an identifier of the pausing job in response to a 
predetermined event (Figures 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, SU33], 12 [block S34], 
28 [blocks S102, S104, SI 15, SI 16]; column 13, lines 30-62; column 16, lines 11-23); 

means for stopping at least one job instructed by the instruction apparatus among the 
pausing jobs (Figures 7 and 8 [block U12b], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 14 [block 
U34b], 16 [block U34b], 25 [block U52b], 26 [block U62b], 27 [block U72c]; column 13, lines 
15-20; column 13, lines 47-62; column 14, lines 7-27). 
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23. Regarding claim 17, Hisatake teaches wherein the display is provided with a touch panel 
function for displaying information related to one job that is being executed (Figure 8 [block 
U2]; column 12, lines 54-67). 

24. As per claim 18, Hisatake teaches a document processing job execution control 
apparatus, comprising: 

means for executing a plurality of document processing jobs including a copy job, a print 
job, and a facsimile job in a parallel manner (column 1, lines 12-15; column 15, lines 33-49); 

setting means for setting a pause condition of a job except for a facsimile job (Figures 6, 
7 [blocks U12a], 8 [blocks U12a, L2, L3, L4], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 11, 12 
[block S31, S34], 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25 [blocks U51b], 28 [block S105]; column 12, lines 48- 
53; column 13, lines 15-20; column 15, lines 33-49); 

store means for storing the pause condition set by the setting means (Figure 20 [block 
102]; column 13, lines 15-25; column 14, lines 35-60; column 22, lines 28-35); 

pause means for making an execution of a document processing job satisfying the pause 
condition pause in response to a predetermined event (Figures 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks 
SU32, SU33], 12 [block S34], 28 [blocks S102, S104, SI 15, SI 16]; column 13, lines 30-62; 
column 16, lines 1 1-23); 

a display for displaying the pausing jobs made to pause by the pausing means (Figures 6, 
7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block Ul 1], 11, 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 
42-47; column 12, lines 21-39); 



Application/Control Number: 09/389,299 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2131 

specifying means for specifying at least one job among the pausing jobs displayed on the 
display (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12a, U12c], 9 [block SU4], 10 [block SU27], 14 [block U34c], 
16, 23 [block S04], 25 [block U25c], 26 [block U62c], 27 [block U72d]; column 13, line 62 to 
column 14, lines 17; column 15, lines 20-33), and 

stop means for stopping the specified job specified by the specifying means (Figures 7 
and 8 [blocks U12b, U12d], 9 [blocks SU5, SU7], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28, SU30], 14 [blocks 
U34b, U34d], 16 [blocks U34b, U34d], 25 [blocks U52b, U52d], 26 [blocks U62b, U62d], 27 
[blocks U72c, U72e]; column 13, lines 15-20; column 13, lines 47-62; column 14, lines 18-26). 

25. As per claim 19, Hisatake teaches a document processing job execution control apparatus 
comprising: 

means for executing a plurality of document processing jobs including a copy job, a print 
job, and a facsimile job in a parallel manner (column 1, lines 12-15; column 15, lines 33-49); 

setting means for setting a pause condition of a job except for a facsimile job (Figures 6, 
7 [blocks U12a], 8 [blocks U12a, L2, L3, L4], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 11,12 
[block S31, S34], 14, 16, 24a s 24b, 24c, 25 [blocks U51b], 28 [block S105]; column 12, lines 48- 
53; column 13, lines 15-20; column 15, lines 33-49); 

store means for storing a first condition satisfied by a job which is stopped without any 
restriction in response to a predetermined event and a second condition satisfied by a job which 
pauses in response to the predetermined event (Figure 20 [block 102]; column 13, lines 15-25; 
column 13, lines 30-62; column 14, lines 18-60; column 22, lines 28-35); 
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stop means for stopping the job satisfying the first condition in response to the 
predetermined event (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12b, U12d], 9 [blocks SU5, SU7], 10 [blocks 
SU21, SU28, SU30], 14 [blocks U34b, U34d], 16 [blocks U34b, U34d], 25 [blocks U52b, 
U52d], 26 [blocks U62b, U62d], 27 [blocks U72c, U72e]; column 13, lines 15-20; column 13, 
lines 47-62; column 14, lines 18-26); 

pause means for making an execution of a document processing job satisfying the second 
condition pause in response to a predetermined event (Figures 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks 
SU32, SU33], 12 [block S34], 28 [blocks S102, S104, SI 15, SI 16]; column 13, lines 30-62; 
column 16, lines 11-23); 

a display for displaying the pausing jobs made to pause by the pausing means (Figures 6, 
7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block Ul 1], 1 1, 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 
42-47; column 12, lines 21-39); and 

specifying means for specifying at least one job among the pausing jobs displayed on the 
display, wherein the stop means stops the job specified by the specifying means (Figures 7 and 8 
[blocks U12a, U12c], 9 [block SU4], 10 [block SU27], 14 [block U34c], 16, 23 [block S04], 25 
[block U25c], 26 [block U62c], 27 [block U72d]; column 13, line 62 to column 14, lines 17; 
column 15, lines 20-33). 

26. As per claim 21 , Hisatake teaches a job execution method comprising the steps of: 
executing a plurality of jobs in a parallel manner (column 15, lines 36-41); 
making an execution of at least one of the plurality of jobs satisfying a predetermined 

pause condition pause independent of the remaining plurality of jobs in response to a 
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predetermined event (Figures 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, SU33], 12 [block S34], 
28 [blocks S102, S104, SI 15, SI 16]; column 13, lines 30-62; column 16, lines 11-23); 

displaying the pausing jobs (Figures 6, 7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block Ul 1], 11, 14, 
16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 42-47; column 12, lines 21-39); 

specifying at least one job among the displayed jobs (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12a, 
U12c], 9 [block SU4], 10 [block SU27], 14 [block U34c], 16, 23 [block S04], 25 [block U25c], 
26 [block U62c], 27 [block U72d]; column 13, line 62 to column 14, lines 17; column 15, lines 
20-33); and 

stopping the specified job (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12b, U12d], 9 [blocks SU5, SU7], 
10 [blocks SU21, SU28, SU30], 14 [blocks U34b, U34d], 16 [blocks U34b, U34d], 25 [blocks 
U52b, U52d], 26 [blocks U62b, U62d], 27 [blocks U72c, U72e]; column 13, lines 15-20; column 

13, lines 47-62; column 14, lines 18-26). 

27. As per claim 22, Hisatake teaches a job execution method comprising the steps of: 
executing a plurality of jobs in a parallel manner (column 15, lines 36-41); 
stopping a job satisfying a predetermined first condition in response to a predetermined 
event (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12b, U12d], 9 [blocks SU5, SU7], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28, 
SU30], 14 [blocks U34b, U34d], 16 [blocks U34b, U34d], 25 [blocks U52b, U52d], 26 [blocks 
U62b, U62d], 27 [blocks U72c, U72e]; column 13, lines 15-20; column 13, lines 47-62; column 

14, lines 18-26); 

making an execution of at least one of the plurality of jobs satisfying a predetermined 
second condition pause independent of the remaining plurality of jobs in response to the 
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predetermined event (Figures 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, SU33], 12 [block S34], 
28 [blocks S102, S104, SI 15, SI 16]; column 13, lines 30-62; column 16, lines 11-23); 

displaying at least the pausing job (Figures 6, 7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block Ul 1], 
1 1, 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 42-47; column 12, lines 21-39); 

specifying at least one job among the displayed jobs; and stopping the specified job 
(Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12a, U12c], 9 [block SU4], 10 [block SU27], 14 [block U34c], 16, 23 
[block S04], 25 [block U25c], 26 [block U62c], 27 [block U72d]; column 13, line 62 to column 
14, lines 17; column 15, lines 20-33). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

28. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

29. Claims 10 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hisatake in lieu of obviousness. 

30. As per claim 10, Hisatake does not teach the additional condition to be defined as to 
whether the job corresponds to a background job, or a foreground job. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to teach the 
additional condition to be defined as to whether the job corresponds to a background job, or a 
foreground job in the display means taught in figure 8, block U2. One would be motivated to 
include such a function as to determine the importance of the job, and whether to perform any 
alterations on the job. 



Application/Control Number: 09/389,299 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2131 

31 . As per claim 13, Hisatake teaches wherein the predetermined event is an operation of a 
predetermined key (column 13, lines 15-50). 

32. Hisatake does not teach wherein the keys are provided on a portion except for the display. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to shift the location of the keys to a permanent location. See MPEP § 2144.04; see also In re 
Japikse, 181 F.2d 1019, 1023, 86 USPQ 70, 73 (CCPA 1970). 

Conclusion 

33. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

34. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 

CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

35. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christian La Forgia whose telephone number is (703) 305-7704. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 7-5. 



Application/Control Number: 09/389,299 



Page 15 



Art Unit: 2131 

36. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (703) 305-9648. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 746-7240. 

37. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Christian LaForgia 
Patent Examiner 

Art Unit 2131 y , / S \^ 
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